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California Transportation Commission 

Approves Funds for Highway 1/17 Interchange 
Merge Lanes Project

 
Long-awaited improvements to the Highway 1/17 Interchange could begin as early as spring
2006 given today’s funding decision by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) at its
meeting in Monterey County, California.  The CTC allocated $40 million to this project, fully
funding construction. 

The project will add merges lanes at the junction of Highway 1 and Highway 17.  A new lane
will be constructed in the northbound direction between the Morrissey Boulevard onramp on
Highway 1 and the Pasatiempo exit on Highway 17.  In the southbound direction, an additional
lane will begin where Highway 1 and Highway 17 merge, eliminating merging into one lane at
that point, and extend to the La Fonda Overcrossing.  No change will occur in the northbound
Highway 1 connector to the west side of Santa Cruz and the north coast (commonly known as
the “fishhook”), consistent with community input during the initial design stage of this project.

Caltrans designed the project to improve safety through the interchange, which has five times the
rate of accidents compared to similar interchanges throughout the state. The project also will
construct sound walls, which will help reduce noise in the adjacent neighborhoods. Caltrans
worked closely with the public and the SCCRTC to develop and design this project, taking into
consideration the character of the community, and made efforts to preserve and replenish
landscaping along the corridor.  

(more)



Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission Chair and County Supervisor Ellen
Pirie testified at the CTC meeting this afternoon, stressing the need for improvements to this
critical juncture and the project’s history.  (getting quote)

Funding has been designated to this project since 1990; however the project has experienced
delays in recent years due to the state’s fiscal crises.  Although funding was not initially
anticipated to be available this fiscal year, the release of the state sales tax on gasoline to
transportation in the FY05/06 State Budget made it possible for the California Transportation
Commission (CTC) to fund several but not all of the backlogged transportation projects around
the state.  

Pat Dellin, the SCCRTC’s Interim Executive Director said: “Our community is extremely
fortunate to be the recipient of these competitive state funds for this large public works project.
Caltrans, the City of Santa Cruz and our local utility companies are to be congratulated for their
hard work, especially during these last few months, to get the Highway 1/17 project ready for
funding approval by the California Transportation Commission. If they hadn’t had worked so
hard, we would have had to wait for another year to see if the state would release more funds for
major transportation projects. That would have delayed the start of construction one more year
yet again.”   

With this important release of funds by the California Transportation Commission, it is expected
that Caltrans will report in November on the estimated start of construction. SCCRTC staff
hopes that construction could begin as early as spring of 2006. Construction is expected to take
three years.

At the same meeting, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) also released
approximately $1 million for installation of advance exit guide signs on Highway 1, $780,000 for
2.8 miles of median barriers along Highway 1 near Aptos, and $205,000 for design of the
Graham Hill Road Safety Project near Roaring Camp. 

For more information, please contact the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission by phone at (831) 460-3200 or online at www.sccrtc.org, or contact Caltrans
District 5 at (831) 423-0396.
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